AD ALTA

JOURNAL OF INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

SYNTAX VERBALIZATION OF MODERN MEDIA NAMES: STYLISTIC AND COMMUNICATIVE-

PRAGMATIC ASPECTS

3NATALIIA KOSTUSIAK, "NATALIIA SHULSKA, Y URII
HROMYK, “TETIANA MASYTSKA, “©OKSANA
PROSIANYK, 'Y AROSLAVA SAZONOVA, °LIANA
NAUMENKO, "MARIIA ROZHYLO

*4h_esya Ukrainka Volyn National University, 13, Voli Ave.,
43025, Lutsk, Ukraine

°S. Kuznets Kharkiv National University of Economics, 9a,
Nauky Ave., 61166, Kharkiv, Ukraine

'H. S. Skovoroda Kharkiv National Pedagogical University, 29,
Alchevskyh Str., 61002, Kharkiv, Ukraine

9State Tax University, 31, Universitetska Str., 08200, Irpin,
Ukraine

email: ®kostusyak.nataliia@vnu.edu.ua,
bchulska.natalia@vnu.edu.ua, ‘gromykjurij@vnu.edu.ua,
dmasytska_tetiana@vnu.edu.ua, ‘oxppro s@gmail.com,
fsazonova_yaroslava.hnpu@gmail.com,
naumenko_liana@gmail.com, "Rozylo.Mariya@vnu.edu.ua

Abstract: The article characterizes the syntactic means of expression of newspaper
headlines, in the field of which sentences of different status and structure are
presented, their communicative and pragmatic potential and stylistic role are clarified.
It is noted that the representation of Ukrainian media namesis mainly related to simple
two-syllable constructions (53.3%), to a dlightly lesser extent — to one-syllable
constructions (46.7%). It was found that the two-syllable constructions presented in
the heading complexes are usually common and expressively neutral, athough
sometimes they contain linguistic units that amplify the expression of phase, giveit an
emotional and evaluative color, which makes the journalistic material attractive to the
recipient. Focusing on the modal plan and the frequency of use made it possible to
recognize narrative expressions as dominant, and to include interrogatives in the field
of peripheral ones. It was determined that a limited expression is inherent in a two-
syllabic incomplete sentence. The application of the method of quantitative
calculations provided a hierarchy of monosyllabic constructions, anong which the
unmarked-personal  (62.4%), definite-personal  (16.3%), impersona  (8.2%),
nominative (7.8%), and infinitive (5.3%) syntactic units are fixed. It was found that
most of the two-syllable and one-syllable sentences that form the headlines of
newspaper articles are uncomplicated. The periphery includes constructions structured
by complicating components, in particular, sentences with homogeneous members,
addresses, sentences separated by members, and modal syntaxes. The article focuses
on headings modeled by complex syntactic units. It has been observed that complex
syntactic units are represented in arather limited way in media names, and in terms of
quantitative indicators, there are complex sentences without conjunctions on the
opposite axis to them. Complex constructions of non-segmented and segmented
structure, aimed at attaching information about the content of the publication, were
analyzed.

Keywords: headline, mass media; syntax; syntactic units; sentence; communicative-
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1 Introduction

The modern information space has undergone noticeable
changes. Among the priority tasks that the authors of media
content set before themselves, there are advocating of the ideas
of anthropocentrism, orientation towards the implementation of
communicative and pragmatic instructions, influence on the
formation of public opinion, etc. An equally important role is
played by excessive attention to the means of verbalization,
which emphasize the text, often amplify its expressing, give it an
emotional and evaluative color programmed by the journalist,
which attract the reader's attention and cause him the desired
reaction. A well-chosen language arsenal serves as a powerful
tool aimed at the availability of information about certain
realities and events, and often at the manipulation of public
consciousness. In this context, it is appropriate to pay attention
to the headlines — “one of the structural elements of the text of a
modern newspaper, which primarily makes an impression on the
recipient. The title, as an expression of the main purpose of the
message, establishes contact with the reader, attracts his
attention, causing interest in the topic of the published material”
[5, p. 164]. The title content, which serves as a kind of ornament
of the text and its inseparable component, plays an important
nominative-characteristic function. An apt, intriguing, creative,
unusual and at the same time concise media title largely
determines whether the publication will be read, whether it will
satisfy the recipient's needs and meet his expectations. In the
fight for the attention of the readership, journalists try to present
the headline complex in such away as to surprise the reader and

create an interesting and competitive text, as well as to take care
of the publication'simage.

2 Literature Review

The problems of describing title complexes are reflected in many
scientific works. Among the issues raised, there are criteria and
means of expression of effective headlines [6], their functional
[4] and pragmatic [8] potential, expressive specificity [3],
features of architectonic [7], communicative and logica
strategies of creation in modern mass media [11], metaphorical
verbalization of concepts within media names [2], stylistic role
of lexical [9] and some syntactic units structuring the analyzed
complexes [5; 10], etc. The specified list of raised issues testifies
to the relevance of the study of Ukrainian names of media
publications, but does not cover absolutely all issues related to
their comprehensive study. The description of title complexes in
the context of stylistic syntax requires deepening and detailed
scientific interpretation, which will make it possible to find out
the specifics of expressive language means of different status,
structure and role, to determine their communicative and
pragmatic parameters, emotional-evaluative and expressive load.
In this context, it is worth noting that the functioning of headings
is limited by time dimensions, and therefore requires fixation
and comprehensive study, in particular, with regard to syntactic
structure and stylistics.

The purpose of the article is to comprehensively characterize
media names, analyze their syntactic structure, find out
communicative and stylistic functions, and determine the
pragmatic role.

3 Materialsand Method

Ukrainian mass media with high ratings and a relatively large
readership served as the research material, in particular, the al-
Ukrainian publication “Gazeta po-ukrainsky” (https.//gazeta.ua)
and the regiona “Volyn-nova’ (https://www.volyn.com.ua)
(2020-2023), from which headings expressed in sentences of
different structure were selected. The comprehensiveness and
objectivity of the study was ensured by the use of a number of
general scientific methods, in particular, the descriptive method,
which made it possible to form the theoretical basis of the study
and generalize own observations. With the help of the method of
system and functiona anaysis, the specificity of heading
complexes was determined, they were inventoried, the
peculiarities of the combination of components within
structurally more complex language units were clarified, the
types of syntactic connection between the parts of complex
sentences were emphasized, the types of sentences were
distinguished based on the number of main components,
presence/absence of complicating units, etc. The method of
contextual and stylistic analysis was used to determine the
stylistic role and communicative and pragmatic potentia of
expressive means. The application of the method of quantitative
calculations contributed to the objectivity of the formation of a
scale built on the basis of the frequency of use of sentence
constructions with different structural parameters, presented in
mediatitles.

4 Results and Discussion

Headlines of journdistic texts in the Ukrainian mass media
implement a number of functions, among which nominative,
informative, expressive-appeal, advertising, separating, etc.
claim priority status. Their use is aimed at reproducing the main
content of the publication, as comprehensively as possible, and
a the same time concisely and accurately outline its issues,
interest the recipient. Media names of newspaper publications
are represented by various sentences that reflect a relatively
independent opinion and convey a fragment of the real world,
inform about certain facts, events, etc. Asit is known, in modern
linguistics, based on the number of grammatical bases, sentence




AD ALTA

JOURNAL OF INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

structures are divided into simple and complex. Incidentally, we
note that the representation of headings is mainly related to
simple constructions, athough the use of complex sentences
cannot be considered fragmentary. It is customary to divide
simple structures into two-syllabic and mono-syllabic, the basis
of differentiation of which is the sign of the presence of two or
one main components, respectively. At the same time, attention
should be paid to the cases of implicit expression of the subject
or predicate, which should not be considered as an indicator of
monosyllabicity. Such sentences belong to two-syllable
incomplete ones, which we will discuss in more detal later.
Bisyllabic and monosyllabic constructions have a number of
common qualifying features — in particular, they can be common
and uncommon, complicated and uncomplicated.

As evidenced by the source database, there are more two-
syllable sentences that function as titles of media texts than one-
syllable sentences. Usually, two-syllabic constructions are
common, which makes it possible to specify the headings
informatively and to predict the content of the publication itself.
Performing the role of means of explication of media names,
such sentences revea a certain commondity, they are
semantically complete and expressively almost neutral: boiiosi
0ii’ cmuxnyme y keimnui (The hostilities will subside in April)
(https://gazeta.ua, December 24, 2022); Hao bpsncekom 3108y
nponeminu negioomi oponu (Unknown drones flew over Bryansk
again) (https://gazeta.ua, August 31, 2023); Ykpaincokuti mopnix
3pobue 2apnuti npoznos wodo koumpuacmyny (The Ukrainian
marine made a good forecast regarding the counteroffensive)
(https://gazeta.ua, September 2, 2023); Ha Boauni mama ma
Odonvka 3azubnux Iepois ompumanu nazopoou (In Volyn, the
mother and daughter of the fallen Heroes received awards)
(https:/iwww.volyn.com.ua, August 30, 2023); Janinos
npokomenmyeas ingopmayito npo empamu 3CY y eitni
(Danilov commented on the information about the losses of the
Armed Forces in the war) (https://www.volyn.com.ua,
September 1, 2023); Opban ockandanuscs 316010 PO NPopauL
Vpainu y eitini (Orban was scandalized by a statement about
Ukraine's loss in the war) (https://gazeta.ua, August 30, 2023).
Occasiondly, there are constructions that contain words with
accompanying stylistic shade. For example: V cepnni 2023 poky
3CY  ecmanosunu nosuil pexkopo y  «Oeminimapusayiin
pociiicekoi apmii (In August 2023, the Armed Forces of Ukraine
set a new record in the “demilitarization™ of the Russian army)
(https://gazetaua,  September 1, 2023). The noun
demilitarization enclosed in quotation marks gives the title an
ironic tone, as it aludes to the Russian authorities' announced
goa of a full-scae invasion of Ukraine — the so-called
denazification and demilitarization of Ukrainians. In addition, it
performs the role of secondary nomination, used instead of the
noun suuwenns (destruction). Sometimes, in the titles of media
publications, modeled by a two-compound simple sentence,
there are elements of a colloquia style, in particular, slang
vocabulary. For example, in the title bisnecmenu xominu
«Hagapumuy HA MAHKOSUX  Osucynax ona  Minoboponu
(Businessmen wanted to “cook’ on tank engines for the Ministry
of Defense) (https://gazetaua, September 1, 2023), the verb
naeapumu (to cook) performs not only an informative function,
but also a communicative and pragmatic one, it conveys
information more emotionally, amplifies the expression,
provides it with atouch of casual communication, which inspires
confidence in the reader. Title sentences of this type testify that
modern newspaper reporting sometimes contains deviations
from the approved norms, which makes the text attractive to the
recipient.

In media names expressed by simple two-syllable sentences, one
can find metonymically represented language units built on the
basis of transfer by contiguity, in particular, by logical, spatial,
temporal, causal, and other parameters. Such secondary names
ensure the conciseness and aptness of the statement, make it
possible to briefly inform about the situation, to actuaize the
reader's attention on the most important, saving language means.
According to O. Gapchenko, “consideration of metonymy in the
communicative and cognitive aspect shows that it is an
extremely convenient, creative, multifunctional and, at the same

time, economical and rational means of embodying various
meanings’ [1, p. 62]. In the names of newspaper publications,
we come across various groups of metonymicaly designed
language units, modeled according to the following schemes:
1) common name of a non-being — common name of a person
(persons): Ilepwa kpaina y €eponi 3axpuna nocorscmeo ¢ Pocii
(The first country in Europe closed its embassy in Russia)
(https://gazeta.ua, August 2, 2023); 2) the proper name of a non-
being — the general name of a collection of persons. In the
corpus of the research material, nominations for the designation
of geographical objects, the highest state or world organizations,
other institutions, companies, etc., used to name people, were
found, for example: CIIA niocunsme Vkpainy cnapsdamu 3i
36ionenum ypanom (the USA will strengthen Ukraine with shells
with depleted uranium) (https://gazeta.ua, September 2, 2023);
Binopyce 36unysamuna Iorvwyy y nopyuienni kopoomy (Belarus
accused Poland of violating the border) (https://gazeta.ua,
September 1, 2023); Pocin iokpumo xoue ykracmu y200y npo
eusesenns 3zepna 3 Typeuuunoro (Russia openly wants to
conclude an agreement on the export of grain with Turkey)
(https://gazeta.ua, August 30, 2023); boneapis 6ezonramuo
nepedacme Yipaini comnio 5TPie (Bulgaria will hand over a
hundred armored personnel carriers to Ukraine free of charge)
(https://gazetaua, August 4, 2023); Imanis Odonomodice
6i06yoysamu Ilpeobpascencokuii cobop Oodecu (Italy will help
rebuild  the Transfiguration Cathedral of Odessa)
(https://gazeta.ua, July 23, 2023); €C noku He 0oM0o8UBCS UjOOO
uep206020 mpanuty donomoazu 0as Yrpainu (The EU has not yet
agreed on the next tranche of aid for Ukraine) (https://gazeta.ua,
September 1, 2023); €C xoue nepesukonamu niau 3 ni02omosKu
oiuyie 3CY (The EU wants to over-implement the plan for
training soldiers of the Armed Forces) (https://gazetaua,
August 30, 2023); Hobenigcokuii Komimem yXeaiue HoGe
piwenns wooo pociticbkux ma 6inopycekux ounnomamis (The
Nobel Committee adopted a new decision regarding Russian and
Belarusian diplomats) (https.//gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023).

In order to attract the attention of readers, media professionals
use another type of secondary nomination — a paraphrase, which
serves as a kind of synonym, usually saturated with imagery,
emotionality, and accompanying evaluative value. Linguistic
units of this variety used in two-syllable heading sentences make
it possible to emphasize the characteristic features of a person
and convey information in a condensed manner: «/Ipoghecopa 3
okony» npusnauunu nocrom (“‘Professor from the trenches” was
appointed ambassador) (https://www.volyn.com.ua, August 19,
2023).

The corpus of factual materia is mainly represented by two-
syllable narrative sentences, while interrogative constructions
occur much less often, compare: Buacridox nopanenns nomep
saxucnux 3 Bonuni Ieop Kamvuux (Defender from Volyn Ihor
Kalchyk died of injuries) (https://www.volyn.com.ua, August 24,
2023); Vkpaincoka pakema «Henmymny snuwuna « Tpuymgy 6
oxynosarnomy Kpumy (The Ukrainian Neptune missile destroyed
the Triumph in occupied Crimea) (https://www.volyn.com.ua,
August 24, 2023) and Yomy pocis mak uacmo nidiumae nimaxu
Mil-31 y nebo? (Why does Russia so often raise MiG-31 planes
into the sky?) (https://www.volyn.com.ua, August 26, 2023).
Headlines of the interrogative modality implement the function
of specific motivation. They are peculiar expressive-
communicative variants of syntactic units, within which
motivational semantics are layered. After getting acquainted
with the media name in the form of a question, the recipient
subconsciously perceives it as a motivation to find out the
answer, to expand his knowledge about certain subjects, events,
phenomena, etc. For this, he needs to read the text of the
publication. Compared to diaogic speech, the interrogative
intent is somewhat weakened in the headings, and the addresser-
addressee correlation is also somewhat violated. Asit is known,
in oral communication the addresser produces a question to
which the addressee must give an answer. Instead, in media
content, the addresser both formulates a question and answers it
himself. However, it cannot be claimed that the role of the
addressee is leveled, because the interrogative media title
prompts the imaginary interlocutor-reader to think and evaluate
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the depicted events. Usualy, the modal vaue of
interrogativeness is implemented by partialy interrogative
sentences, in the structure of which the words xmo, xomy, womy
(who, to whom, why), etc. are presented, which are at the
beginning of the statement: Xmo ouworums nacmynnuii 6ynm y
Pocii? (Who will lead the next riot in Russia?) (https://gazeta.ua,
July 10, 2023). General question constructions that predict
affirmative, negative answers or their modifications function
much less often: «Yu cnpasdi Yrpaina sayikaérena y 6opomuoi
3 kopynyiero?» — The Economist (“1s Ukraine really interested in
fighting corruption?” — The Economist) (https://gazeta.ua,
September 5, 2023). While in dialogic speech the answer is
mainly represented by affirmative (max, asxorce) (yes, sure) or
negative (ui) (no) particles, in the means of mass communication
the answer is the publication test.

In the field of media titles, two-compound constructions with
direct word order prevail (61.1%): Ananimuxu CLIA oyinunu
nodaneuty cmpamezito  koumpuacmyny 3CY (US  analysts
assessed the further strategy of the counteroffensive of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine) (https://gazeta.ua, September 6,
2023); Bninken npuixaé y Kuig (Blinken came to Kyiv)
(https://gazeta.ua, September 6, 2023); Boaunv npodoscye
npuumamu nepecenenyie (Volyn continues to accept migrants)
(https:/iwww.volyn.com.ua, September 4, 2023); Mep
Bopucnona ecmynug 0o nas 3CY (The mayor of Boryspil joined
the ranks of the Armed Forces of Ukraine)
(https./iwww.volyn.com.ua, September 5, 2023). According to
guantitative indicators, constructions with inversion, the purpose
of which is to actualize an important component, are inferior to
them (38.9%), for example: Ha sgiini eepoiunoio cmepmio
3aeunye eonunsnun Bopuc [lleguyx (Boris Shevchuk from Volyn
died a heroic death in the war) (https://www.volyn.com.ua,
September 5, 2023); Vwacaiook nomyowcnoi necodu 3acumynu
pamysamvnuxu (As a result of severe weather, rescuers died)
(https:/iwww.volyn.com.ua, September 6, 2023). Let us compare
with the sentences in which the words are in direct order:
Bonunanun  Bopuc Illesuyk 3acunys mna GiliHi 2epoiuHOI0
cmepmio; PAmyeanbHuKku 3a2unyiu 6HACIIO0OK NOMYNHCHOL He200u
(Borys Shevchuk from Volyn died a heroic death in the war;
Rescuers died as a result of severe weather).

In the studied media publications, the headline complex is
partialy represented by two simple two-syllable sentences. €
npocyeannsi na nigoui i c¢xo0i. 3CY 3axpinmoromvcs Ha
pyoescax (There is progress in the south and east. Armed forces
are fixed at the borders) (https:/gazeta.ua, August 31, 2023);
3enencoruii 36epuysca 0o €C. Ckazas npo n’samv nebesnex
(Zelensky appealed to the EU. Said about five dangers)
(https://gazeta.ua, March 23, 2023). In one of these
constructions, there may be stylistically marked units, including
metonymic units: Mocksa ckacosye peticu. Poboma nati6ineuiux
aeponopmie P® napanizosana (Moscow cancels flights. The
work of the largest airports of the Russian Federation is
paralyzed) (https://gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023); Vkpaiua
nouana mecmyeamu 61acHi 60106l paxemu. [laninoe nokasas
sideo (Ukraine began testing its own combat missiles. Danilov
showed a video) (https://gazetaua, August 31, 2023).
Sometimes, in the first sentence, there are fairy-tae-like
metaphors that arose as a result of transferring the features of
fairy-tale characters to people. Instead, the second construction
specifies the person hinted at in the first syntactic unit: Zjap —
eonuid.  Ilymin  euasueca  crabkum, — Hepiwyuum — ma
nexomnemenmuum (The tsar is naked. Putin turned out to be
weak, indecisive and incompetent) (https://gazeta.ua, July 9,
2023). In the given complex, a catchphrase is presented, which
has undergone partia modification: the word xopors (king) is
replaced by yap (tsar), which performs an important
communicative and pragmatic function, as it makes it possible to
focus attention on the behavioral stereotypes of the head of the
Russian Federation. As it is known, the emergence of secondary
nomination is related to the mental perception of one
phenomenon through another and is based on a cognitive process
that proves the indisputable interaction of language and thinking.
In addition to the fact that the emergence of secondary names is
associated with associative-thinking operations, it is appropriate

to emphasize the purpose of these units to express human
emotions. Incidentally, we note that, forming the title complex
Lap — eonuii. Ilymin euseuscs cirabkum, Hepiwyuum ma
nexomnemenmuum (the Tsar is naked. Putin turned out to be
weak, indecisive and incompetent) (https://gazeta.ua, July 9,
2023), the author of the publication did not even make the reader
think out, as in the second part he cited as many as three
adjectives that highlight the negative features of Vladimir Putin.
In general, figuratively used words play an important role in
media texts — they emphasize the object of description, serveasa
means of implementing an evaluative function, and reveal
pragmatic potential. Using them, journalists try to abandon
certain stereotypes and stamps, give the text an appropriate tone,
make it more emotional and expressive.

In the studied publications, there are publication titles presented
in two-syllable incomplete sentences with an omitted subject and
a formally presented predicate in the form of the third person
singular: 3 npomeszom noau epac y ¢yméon (He plays football
with a prosthetic leg) (https://www.volyn.com.ua, October 16,
2022); Vkpas epowi i emix (Stole money and ran away)
(https://www.volyn.com.ua, March 11, 2020). In addition to
independent use, incomplete constructions function as one of the
parts of non-conjunctive sentences or as a separate sentence that
together with another one forms a heading. In both cases, the
accompanying syntactic unit clarifies the content of the media
title of the article: Ilowupiosana kpemniscoxy nponazandy: CEY
oz2onocuna nioospy enacnuyi menexanany (She spread Kremlin
propaganda: the SBU announced suspicion of the owner of the
TV channel) (https:.//gazetaua, March 9, 2023); 3adywura ma
saxonana: y Kuesi pesnusa sicinka scopcmoko posnpasunacs is
cynepnuyero (She strangled and buried: in Kyiv, a jealous
woman brutally dealt with her rival) (https://www.volyn.com.ua,
August 16, 2023). A group of incomplete title sentences is
formed by elliptical syntactic units with an omitted predicate
component: Vci donamu — na xeadpoxonmepu ma Rpucmpoi
Hiunozo 6auenns (All donations — for quadcopters and night
vision devices) (https://www.volyn.com.ua, July 11, 2022); Kuis
nio  yoapamu paxem (Kyiv is under missile strikes)
(https://gazeta.ua, Februay 25, 2022). They can also be a part of
an unconjugated sentence, the second component of which
specifies the content of the first part and the entire publication:
«Bopozy — nuwe 3nuwenHsny»: 3eneHcoKuil po3nosie npo Hapaoy 3
siticoxosumu (““Only destruction is for the enemy”: Zelenskyi
spoke about the meeting with the military) (https://gazeta.ua,
April 1, 2023). Elliptical constructions in newspaper speech
serve as a means of its dynamization, they condensed and easily
express an opinion, give the expression an emotiona color.
Functioning in media titles, elliptica sentences attract the
reader's attention, create the effect of content uncertainty, which
can be eliminated after reading the publication.

The commonality of the media editions “ Gazeta po-ukrainsky”
and “Volyn-nova’ is that they use monosyllabic constructions a
little less often to model headline complexes. Among the simple
sentences presented in the media names, 53.3% are two-syllable
and 46.7% are monosyllabic. Sentence constructions with one
main component make it possible to focus on one aspect: on an
object, a person, a fact of objective redity, or on the action,
process, or state itself. Among the types of monosyllabic
sentences presented in heading complexes, preferenceis given to
indefinite-personal ones (62.4% of al monosyllabic structures):
Vkpainyie nonepedunu npo 6ucoky UMOGIPHICMb POCIUCHKUX
paxemnux yoapis (Ukrainians were warned about the high
probability of Russian missile strikes) (https.//gazetaua,
September 2, 2023); V Pocii nouanu eudaséamu nosicmku
mizpanmam (Russia started issuing summonses to migrants)
(https.//gazeta.ua, September 2, 2023); B OOH niomeepounu
npui30 3enencvkoeco na 3acioanns Paou 6esnexu (The UN
confirmed Zelensky's arrival at the Security Council meeting)
(https.//gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023); IHoxaszanu oemanizoéani
cynymuuko6i 3uimku amaku na aepoopom y Ilckosi (They
showed detailed satellite images of the attack on the airfield in
Pskov) (https://gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023); V cenuwi na
Bonuni 6 ykpummsx ecmanosunu enekmponni samxu (In a
village in Volyn, electronic locks were installed in shelters)
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(https://lwww.volyn.com.ua, August 24, 2023); /{ns nepecysanns
YV KOMEHOAHMCHKY 200uty 3pobnsams noei nepenycmiu (New
passes will be issued for movement during the curfew)
(https://gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023). The main component of
such syntactic units usually has the form of the past tense;
occasionally, present and future tense verbs are in this area, for
example:  Lpyowcuni  3aeubnoco I'eposs 3 Boaumi  epyuunu
deparcasny nazopody (nocmepmno) (The wife of the fallen Hero
from Volyn was presented with a state award (posthumously))
(https://www.volyn.com.ua, August 23, 2023); Cwocodui oo
Jlyyoka mpemiti OeHb nocnine ge3ymo Ha wumi 3aeudaux I epois
(Today, for the third day in a row, fallen Heroes are being
carried on shields to Lutsk) (https:.//www.volyn.com.ua, August
24, 2023); 3aémpa na Boauni npowamumymecs 3 Iepoem
(Tomorrow in Volyn they will say goodbye to the Hero)
(https:.//www.volyn.com.ua, August 17, 2023). The task of such
sentences is to inform, first of al, about the action itself, its
duration or result. Although it is not about the performers of the
action here, it is clear that they can only be people.

Quantitative limited ones reveal monosyllabic definite-personal
sentences (16.3%), the predicate of which is expressed by a verb
in the form of the first and second person singular and plural of
the present and future tenses. Such sentence constructions,
although they do not have a subject, are nevertheless completein
their structure. The meaning of the person in them implements
the ending of the verb. The functioning of definite-personal
sentences in media titles reveads certain regularity: they are
mostly quotes from persons to whom the publication is
dedicated. If the author of the statement is not named in the title,
then the sentence is usually put in quotation marks: «/Joci uexaio
Ha HbO20» “I'm still waiting for him”)
(https://www.volyn.com.ua, November 5, 2022) Without
quotation marks, those constructions in which lexemes are
presented through dashes — proper names that identify a person —
are given: /Iysice akmueHo npayioemo Ha0 ROGIMPSHUM WUMOM
— Benencoxuu (We are very actively working on an air shield —
Zelenskyi) (https.//gazeta.ua, May 22, 2023). In some cases,
definite-personal sentences structure one of the parts of an
unconjunctive construction: «Henpuxosano padiemoy: y 3CY
npoxkomenmyeanu nogy «basosny» ¢ Kpumy (“We are openly
happy”: the Armed Forces of Ukraine commented on the new
“cotton”* in Crimea) (https://gazeta.ua, August 31, 2023).

Monosyllabic impersonal syntactic units, in which actions or
states are presented as independent of the will of a person
(8.2%), are uncommon in the media plane. In the corpus of the
researched material, the following structures function
independently or within conjunction-free sentences: Vcuxa
naseano naikpawum 6oxcepom cepnua (Usyk was named the
best boxer of August) (https.//gazeta.ua, September 2, 2023);
«Taene Ha Ml’CL]e 3NI0HUUHY» ! Tlooonsx npoOKomeHmyeae
newooasnio noizoky Iymina (“‘He feels drawn to the crime
scene”: Podolyak commented on Putin's recent trip)
(https://gazeta.ua, September 2, 2023).

Infinitive sentences (5.3%) tend to belong to the impersonal
group, the main member of which is a syntactically independent
indefinite form of the verb. Infinitive constructions express
various modal meanings. necessity, inevitability, desire, etc. In
media names, syntactic units of this variety are presented
sporadically and function as part of a non-conjunctive sentence:
Ilepemoemu y 6itini ma He npocpamu Kpainy: 3eieHcoKutl 3a516u6
npo Vkpainceky doxmpuny (To win the war without losing the
country: Zelensky declared about the Ukrainian doctrine)
(https://gazeta.ua, August 10, 2023).

Focusing on the syntactic aspect alows focusing attention on
headings expressed by monosyllabic nominative constructions
(7.8%), the main member of which is a noun in the nominative
case form. These sentences report about the subject, person,
phenomenon, objectified actions, processes, states, existence or

1 After Russia full invasion, the Ukrainian word “Gasosua” (in English, literally —
cotton) is used to denote explosion. This is because Russian media describe explosions
on their territory with the word “xnon6k” (clap), which in Russian is spelled the same
as the word “xn6nok” (cotton)

presence of someone/something, etc., that is, they participate in
the creation of static descriptions, which can reveal an
accompanying dynamic shade (it is about verba subjects).
Nominative constructions differ from other types of
monosyllabic sentences in that they do not contain verbs.
Because of this, they do not express verbal morphological
categories, in particular, time categories, athough the speaker
usually associates the existence of objects marked with the
nominative case of the noun with the present tense. The analyzed
sentences occasionally function independently, much more often
they are included in the structural scheme of non-conjunction
syntactic units, for example: Beaukxuii ocmpie ykpaincvroi
ceoboou (Great island of Ukrainian freedom) (https://gazeta.ua,
July 6, 2023); «Pamwmaiiny-14: npomuminna roaniyis,
naeuannsn ninomis i cnapsaou (Ramstein-14: anti-mine coalition,
pilot training and shells) (https.//gazeta.ua, July 9, 2023);
15 minviionie donomozu cim’am 3aeubaux 6oinie. Ancopumm
ogpopmnenns i ompumanns (15 million in aid to the families of
fallen soldiers. Registration and receipt algorithm)
(https://gazeta.ua, August 30, 2023); Iliopus Kaxoscwvroi I'EC:
Knumenko naszeas oiyitiny xinexicme sacubnux (Explosion of
Kakhovskaya HPP: Klymenko named the official number of
dead) (https://gazetaua, July 20, 2023); Bcmyn Vkpainu oo
HATO: Iymin nobauus nebesnexy ona cebe (Ukraine's entry
into NATO: Putin saw danger for himself) (https://gazeta.ua,
July 13, 2023). All nominative clauses found in the mass media
are common, which we consider absolutely necessary for
headline complexes. We consider their use within complex
syntactic units or along with other simple constructions to be
justified, as this protects them from the fact that the publication
may be overlooked by the reader due to the limited
informativeness of the mediartitle.

Uncomplicated sentences predominate among the two-syllable
and one-syllable syntactic units that form the headlines of
newspaper articles. The periphery includes constructions
structured by complicating components, in particular: appeals
that mainly function in sentences that convey someone else's
speech and serve as a means of intimating the context: «Mamo, s
eupiwue imu eoioeamuy “Mom, | decided to go to war”
(https://gazeta.ua, August 23, 2023); in sentences separated by
members. Vkpaina ompumae anmuoponogi cucmemu Slinger,
30amnui  36ueamu eepmonvomu i «llaxeou» (Ukraine will
receive Slinger anti-drone systems capable of shooting down
helicopters and  “Shakheds™)  (https:.//www.volyn.com.ua,
September 1, 2023); modal syntaxes (insertion language units):
Oxynanmu eugozsame cucmemu 1110 3 Kypunbcbkux ocmposis.
Hmosipno, ix nepexunymo ¢ Vipainy (The occupiers are taking
air defense systems out of the Kuril Islands. Probably, they will
be transferred to Ukraine) (https.//gazeta.ua, September 1,
2023).

An equally important means of expressive syntax in the title
composition is parcellation, which often gives the expression
unexpectedness. Ozonomuaucs 3a... 40 cexyno (They became
golden in.. 40 seconds) (https://www.volyn.com.ua,
September 5, 2020); [powi na nikapuio eumpamuiy Ha ii...
pexaamy (The money for the hospital was spent on its...
advertising)  (https://www.volyn.comua, May 22, 2020);
THobauumu apuosc i... we binbwe nomobumu xcumms (TO see
Paris and... to love life even more) (https://www.volyn.com.ua,
05/26/2020); 3akoxana y... ¢yméon (In love with... football)
(https://www.volyn.com.ua, June 9, 2020).

Despite the fact that the titles of newspaper materials tend to be
linguistically economical, in the analyzed press we come across
some of the headlines modeled by complex connecting
sentences. An important feature of these structural units is the
presence of a sequential or subjunctive relationship, which
enables a formal syntactic distinction between compound and
complex sentences. Compound syntactic units are represented in
the heading complexes in arather limited way: Pawucmu 3a pix
3ApPUIUCA 6 3eMI0, a HAul YpAO auwe 3apas Udilue epouli Ha
gopmudbixayiio! (The Rashists buried themselves in the ground
for a year, while our government has only now allocated money
for fortification!) (https:.//www.volyn.com.ua, August 25, 2023).
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In this structure, the role of a formal device connecting both
parts of a complex sentence is performed by the contrasting
conjunction a (while), which helps to contrast two situations.

In media publications, there are headlines with complex
constructions of non-segmented and segmented structure. The
specificity of the first consists in the obligation of the
subordinate part and its predictability by one of the supporting
words of the main part. In compound sentences of a
dismembered structure, the subordinate part is often
subordinated to the subject-predicate base of the main one,
connected with it by asemantic conjunctions and connecting
words, and its removal does not destroy the content structure of
the complex sentence. The corpus of the collected material is
dominated by headings expressed by complex subordinate
interrogative sentences of an undivided structure, in which the
main part is semantically and structurally incomplete, while the
subordinate part compensates for this incompleteness and
answers case questions of the noun. Asit is known, in Ukrainian
language, the subordinate part can perform the role of a subject
missing in the main part, a controlled member of the sentence, or
specify the content of the main part of the sentence expressed by
the pronoun. Among the constructions presented in media
names, those in which the subjunctive part descriptively replaces
the controlled component dominate: IIymin niomeepous, wo
sycmpinemocs i3 Ci Lzinoninom (Putin confirmed that he will
meet with Xi Jinping) (https.//gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023);
3MI nogioomunu, koru Yxpaina ompumae nepwi manku Abrams
(The mass media reported when Ukraine will receive the first
Abrams tanks) (https://gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023). In such
headline sentences, the main part can be both two-syllable and
one-syllable, compare: I'ymeniok nosicnuna, wo 6i06ysaemvcs na
@poumi nicas npopusy nepwioi ainii 06oponu pocian (Humenyuk
explained what is happening at the front after the breakthrough
of the first line of defense of the Russians) (https://gazeta.ua,
September 1, 2023); 3enencvkuii ckazas, 3a AKUX yMo8 Giilha
mooice 3akinuumucs éxce y yvomy poyi (Zelensky said under
what conditions the war could end already this vyear)
(https://gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023); Jlybineys posnogis,
CKIbKU  YKPAIHCbKUX Oimell NpuMyco80 YCUHOGUNU POCIAHU
(Lubinets told how many Ukrainian children were forcibly
adopted by the Russians) (https.//gazeta.ua, September 2, 2023)
and B I'VP nogioomunu, sKi pOCIICbKI 2eHepanu 6ucmynaiu
npomu eiunu 3 Yrpainow (the GUR reported which Russian
generals opposed the war with Ukraine) (https://gazeta.ua,
Sptember 2, 2023); Ha onoeénenux xapmax 60ie nokasanu, oe
3CY syminu npocynymucs (On the updated battle maps, they
showed where the Armed Forces managed to advance)
(https://gazeta.ua, September 2, 2023); V I'VP ckaszaau, xoau
Pocis 3no8y nanade na Ykpainy 6 pasi nopasku (The GUR said
when Russia will attack Ukraine again in case of defeat)
(https://gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023). The explanatory
subordinate part most often realizes the meaning of the verb
predicate of the main part, which is mainly characterized by the
semantics of the message, the transfer of information, mental
activity, etc. The means of communication in complex
constructions of the correlative-specific structure is the
semantically  non-specialized and  stylistically  neutral
conjunction wo (that). In addition, there are complex subjunctive
constructions of an undivided structure with connecting means
of the interrogative sphere sikuii, de, kyou, 36i0Kku, Koau, CKitbKU
(which, where, where, from where, when, how much), etc.

A not too extensive and widespread group is formed by
compound sentences of a dismembered structure, which model
heading complexes. Among them, there are complex syntactic
units with subordinate clauses: Sk6u 3CY cayxanu Bawwunemon,
mo empamuau 6 6ouiogy miyv 3a kiteka Ownie (If the Armed
Forces listened to Washington, they would lose their combat
power in a few days) (https://gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023). The
titte Tu ne mu, xonu npooosxcyewr npayiosamu ¢ PO. Mars i
Pepsi eusnanu mixcnapoonumu cnoncopamu eitnu (You are not
you, when you continue to work in the Russian Federation. Mars
and Pepsi were recognized as international sponsors of the war)
(https://gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023) has a strong pragmatic
effect. It modifies the famous advertising slogan “Y ou're not you

when you're hungry” associated with the chocolate bar. The
author very successfully chose the title of the article, which is
about companies that did not refuse to cooperate with Russia
during the period of active military operations.

A limited group is formed by complex subjunctive disarticulated
constructions with a subjunctive attributive part. The specificity
of the syntactic units of the specified sample is that their
subordinate part is related to the member of the sentence of the
main part, expressed by a noun or a secondary substantive, and
indicates the feature of the subject. Nouns denoted by the
subjunctive part can perform the function of any member of the
sentence in the main part, but the role of the subject or controlled
component is dominant: Il'sms cmaunux cuioanxie Oas
wkonspa, 6i0 sakux eadxcko eiomosumucy (Five delicious
breakfasts for schoolchildren, which are difficult to refuse)
(https://gazeta.ua, September 6, 2023); Pocisn ma 6inopycie He
donycmunu 00  Asiamcekux icop, Oe 60OHU  NIAHYBANU
keanigixyeamucss  na  Onimniady-2024  (Russians  and
Belarusians were not allowed to participate in the Asian Games,
where they planned to qualify for the 2024 Olympics)
(https://gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023); CmepHenxo noxaszag
yHiKanbHe 6ideo, sk snuwunu aimaxku y Ilcxosi (Sternenko
showed a unique video of how planes were destroyed in Pskov)
(https://gazetaua, September 1, 2023). Disarticulated
subjunctive  pre-substantive-attributive  sentences, although
related to definitions as members of a simple sentence, are
grammatically and semantically richer than them. The periphery
of the linguistic realization of the titles is formed by compound
sentences of interrogative modality: Sk diacnocmysamu diabem,
Koau we Hemae 30eniwnix cumnmomie? (How to diagnose
diabetes when there are no external symptoms yet?)
(https:.//www.volyn.com.ua, August 17, 2023).

The limited display is typical for headings modeled by complex
sentences with several subordinate parts. In such constructions,
each subsequent part serves as an additional means of unfolding
the thought: Janinoe sionosis, uu mobinizyeamumyme uon0gikis,
axi 3006ysaioms opyey euwgy oceinty (Danilov answered whether
men who obtain a second higher education will be mobilized)
(https://gazeta.ua, September 2, 2023).

One of the common syntactic models that serves as a means of
expressing mass media headlines is complex sentences without
conjunctions. They mainly consist of two parts, one of which
informs about the source of the message and contains verbal
predicates with the meaning of speech or thinking activity,
feeling, perception, etc. Usualy it is in the second place. The
first part is direct speech enclosed in quotation marks, or it
reproduces the form of direct speech not being it. The role of a
means of expressing the subject of speech is performed by
nouns: 1) personal names of persons used in the singular: «/x
Oyace bazamoy: Byoanoe 3pobus 3aaey npo empamu Ha 6ilini
(“There are a lot of them”: Budanov made a statement about
losses in the war) (https://gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023); V
pocian  ckopo «nanamumey: [auninoe pos3nogie npo HoOGI
ykpaincoki paxemu (The Russians will soon have a “fire”:
Danilov talked about new Ukrainian missiles) (https://gazeta.ua,
September 1, 2023); Kuouosa yeaza — Vipaina: Kynreba naseas
odomoenenocmi 3 €C (The key focus is Ukraine: Kuleba named
the agreements with the EU) (https://gazetaua, August 31,
2023). It is noteworthy that usualy in the headlines, media
persons provide only surnames, without mentioning names;
2) general names of persons: Jlikeidysanu 6ucokonocmasnenozo
oghiyepa — KOMaHOUp PO3GIOHUKIE PO3NOGIE NPO GIOYAUOYUIHI
onepayii (A high-ranking officer was eliminated - the
commander of intelligence officers told about desperate
operations) (https://gazeta.ua, August 30, 2023); V pociiicokomy
MBC ne sucmauae xaopie— ananimuku nazganu npuyunu (The
Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs lacks personnel — analysts
named the reasons) (https.//gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023);
3) metonymic nominations that ensure the conciseness of the
statement: Kyna mexuixu ma nonad 570 saeaponuxis.: I'enuuma6
nosidomus npo nosi empamu Pocii (A pile of equipment and
more than 570 invaders: the General Staff reported new Russian
losses) (https://gazeta.ua, September 2, 2023). Sometimes, there
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is no information about the direct subject of the message, but it
can be identified with the help of other nominations. For
example, in the sentence Yu nidsuwamo ykpainysm nencii y
2024 poyi: y Mincoynonimuku seionogizu (Will the pensions of
Ukrainians be increased in 2024: they answered in the Ministry
of Social Policy) (https://gazeta.ua, September 1, 2023), thisrole
is performed by the prepositional phrase in the Ministry of Social
Policy. The media name Cmpinanuna ¢ /Juinpi: ¢ nampynvuii
noAYil NPOKOMEHmY6anu 3anoOidcHutl 3axio CcnigpoOIMHUKY
(Shooting in Dnipro: the patrol police commented on the
preventive measure against the employee) (https://gazeta.ua,
September 1, 2023) is built according to the specified model.

A productive means of expressing headlines are complex
sentences without conjunctions with explanatory and
complementary relations: Boauns y owcanobi: eiina 3abpana
orcummst we oonozo I'epost (Volyn in mourning: the war took the
life of another Hero) (https://www.volyn.com.ua, August 30,
2023); Minu, 6oenpunacu i 3anUWKU PAKem: PIGHEHCHKI
Yomupunani - «noaiyelicokiy 0onomazaid 8 pO3IMIHO8YEAHHI
(Mines, ammunition and remnants of missiles: Rivne four-legged
“policemen” helped in demining) (https://www.volyn.com.ua,
September 2, 2023); Ha Oodewuni micyeguil xcumens 36ug
Shahed 3 pywnuyi: momenm nompanue na eideo (In Odesa
region, a local resident shot down Shahed with a gun: the
moment was caught on video) (https://gazeta.ua, September 2,
2023); Pocis amaxysara Yrpainy «Kaniopamuy: na Binnuuyuni
¢ nopaneni (Russia attacked Ukraine with “Calibers™: there are
wounded in Vinnytsia) (https.//gazetaua, September 1, 2023);
3CY npocysaiomvca na nigdenv 6id baxmyma: Ho8i kapmu
obotiosux oiti (The Armed Forces of Ukraine are advancing south
of Bakhmut: new maps of combat operations) (https://gazeta.ua,
September 2, 2023).

Among the syntactic units presented in the heading complexes,
there are unconjugated sentences, the second part of which,
according to formal indicators, in particular the interrogative
words used prepositively, resembles a simple interrogative
sentence, but the interrogative intent in it is leveled while the
narrative modality, instead, is actualized: Vkpaina ompumac 6io
Aecmpanii Hosimui  anmuopoHO8i KOMNHAEKCU: WO NpPO HUX
sidomo (Ukraine will receive the latest anti-drone complexes
from Australia: what it is known about them) (https://gazeta.u,
September 2, 2023); Kepisnux M3C Typeuuunu 3ycmpiscs i3
Uloiizy: npo wo cosopunu (The head of the Turkish Foreign

Ministry met with  Shoigu: what was discussed)
(https://gazeta.ua, September 2, 2023); B P® nouamu
apewmosysamu  Z-6102epig: AKa npuduMa I K020  8dce

sampumanu (Z-bloggers began to be arrested in the Russian
Federation: what is the reason and who has already been
detained) (https://gazeta.ua, Sptember 1, 2023).

Outside the established structural schemes, there are non-
conjunctive constructions, one of the parts of which corresponds
to an unarticulated simple sentence. Oco: Hidepranou
nepedadymo  Vkpaini eci  ceoi  eunuwgyeaui (Hoa: The
Netherlands will transfer all its fighter jets to Ukraine)
(https://www.volyn.com.ua, August 25, 2023). The first part of
Ozo (Hoa) is an exclamatory syntactic unit to indicate the
emotional and evaluative reaction of the author of the
publication to the situation. Its main purpose is to influence the
sensory sphere of the reader, to cause admiration and surprise in
him. In this way, the journalist tried to convey his emotional
state as expressively as possible and to influence the imaginary
interlocutor.

5 Conclusion

Thus, the formal means of expression of newspaper headlines
are sentences of different status and structure, aimed at a laconic
and at the same time information-rich reproduction of the main
content of the publication, as well as at arising of the interest in
reader. The representation of Ukrainian media names is mainly
associated with simple two-syllable constructions (53.3%), to a
slightly lesser extent — with monosyllabic constructions (46.7%).
Two-syllable constructions usually presented in title complexes

are common and expressively neutral, although sometimes they
contain language units that express the statement, give it an
emotional and evaluative color, which makes the text attractive
to the recipient. Focusing on the modal plan and the frequency of
use makes it possible to recognize narrative expressions as
dominant, and to include interrogatives in the field of peripheral
ones. A limited expression is inherent in a two-syllabic
incomplete sentence. Among communicatively and cognitively
relevant syntactic phenomena, monosyllabicity occupies an
important place. In heading complexes, one-syllable indefinite-
personal  structures (62.4%) are predominant, which inform
about the action, its duration, or result without specifying the
performers. A limited group is formed by one-syllable definite-
personal sentences (16.3%), which are usualy quotes from
persons to whom the publication is dedicated. Quantitative
limitation is revealed in monosyllabic impersona (8.2%) and
infinitive (5.3%) syntactic units that inform about actions or
states as those independent of a person's will. Monosyllabic
nominative constructions (7.8%) have a fixed function of
denoting objects, persons, phenomena, objectified actions,
processes, states. Most of the two-syllable and one-syllable
syntactic units forming the headlines of newspaper articles are
uncomplicated. The periphery includes constructions structured
by complicating components, in particular homogeneous
members of sentences, addresses, isolated members of sentences,
and modal syntaxes. Despite the fact that the titles of newspaper
materials tend to use language economy, in the analyzed press
some of the headlines are modeled with complex sentences.
Complex syntactic units are presented in a rather limited way in
media titles. On the opposite axis in terms of frequency of use,
there are complex sentences without conjunctions. In addition, in
the modeling of the headings, complex constructions of non-
segmented and segmented structures are involved, aimed at the
inclusion of information and the most complete representation of
the publication content.
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